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nary to the actual incISIOn can be carried out-
such as choosing and setting up the instruments, 
the suture material, and the dressing. 
In the film, sutures are removed by pulling away 
from the incision. One should pull towards the 
incision when removing sutures to minimize any 
disruption of the healing wound. The main dress-
ing that was used in this picture was a Bandaid. 
While the Bandaid is an excellent dressing, it is 
obvious that in many circumstances there are 
superior ways to dress a wound after an excision 
and closure of a benign or malignant skin lesion. 
Joel M. Noe, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Pustular Psoriasis, I6-mm film. Squibb Film Li-
brary, Franklin Lakes, New Jersey. 
This I5-minute film on pustular psoriasis was 
made by Drs. Sidi and Bourgeos-Spinasse, pre-
sumably a numher of years ago. It is essentially a 
case report of a patient with recurrent episodes of 
Zumhusch type of generalized pustular psoriasis 
with a few preliminary pictures of ordinary psoria-
sis and acral pustular psoriasis to introduce the 
subject. The reviewer is sorry to have to say that it 
is completely useless as an educational film for 
trainee dermatologists in 1976. The material pre-
sented would he perfectly satisfactory on a set of 
Kodachrome slides as no advantage is taken of the 
movie technique. 
There is no logical introduction to the subject of 
psoriasis and what is known about its causes, 
etiology, and pathogenesis. The relationship of 
pustular psoriasis to ordinary psoriasis is poorly 
discussed. There is excessive description of the 
clinical details of one episode of generalized pustu-
lar psoriasis but the metabolic complications of 
this disease such as disturbed thermoregulation, 
protein losses, fluid loss, secondary enteropathy, 
etc. are not even mentioned. Differential diagnosis 
is not discussed and there is no discussion of 
treatment, it being implied that there is none. 
Even the details of simple nursing care are omit-
ted. The film was presumably made before it was 
realized that methotrexate can rapidly terminate 
attacks of Zumbusch generalized pustular psoria-
sis. 
The initial references are totally inbalanced and 
do not include the principal references on this 
subject over the last 20 years. 
Harvey Baker, M.D., F.R.C.P. 
London 
Gross and Microscopic Skin Pathology. Milton 
A. Okun, M.D., and Leon M. Edelstein, M.D. 
Approximately 2300 35-mm slides in 26 sets, 
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of which 9 have cassette audio tapes and 
have descriptive texts. Price of single s,: 
varies from $50 to $300 and all sets togetf { 
are 2500 plus shipping. Dermatopatholo: 
Foundation. Boston. Massachusetts. 
When the Editorial Board of The Jaurnal (i 
Investigative Dermatology decided to begin tIe 
review of audiovisual material, we solicited rr[. 
terial from a variety of sources. Drs. Okun and 
Edelstein provided us with a major portion of he 
material which they have produced during he 
past several years and this material was sent to 
a number of reviewers including clinical dermE-
tologists. pathologists, and dermatopathologist~. 
Each reviewer saw a portion of the material-
some reviewed a single set, others went over a 
number of related sets. The reviews varied, with 
most reviewers expressing the ideas that although 
the effort was a considerable one, the quality of 
the pictures was not always first-rate and the 
price was excessive. Drs. Okun and Edelstein were 
sent, as a courtesy, a prepublication copy of the 
reviews and they vigorously objected to the reviews 
and the fact that we divided certain related sets 
among several reviewers. In fact, the sets can be 
purchased separately and we have always obtained 
our reviews in the same way. 
The Editorial Office had several choices-we 
could withdraw the reviews. we could modify the 
reviews, we could publish the reviews, or we could 
permute these possibilities in some way. We could 
not, however, do anything while we were ignorant 
of the problem so we asked for and were given on 
a loan basis a copy of all 26 sets that are currently 
available. These have all been reviewed in the 
Editorial Office and the following conclusions can 
be drawn: 
1. Drs. Okun and Edelstein have put a great 
deal of effort into this undertaking. Dr. 
Okun apparently took all the photomicro· 
graphs and many of the clinical pictures, 
while Dr. Edelstein did all the narration for 
those sets that come with audio tapes. 
2. The authors have learned a great deal as they 
have worked on the enterprise during the 
past several years. The more recent sets are 
much better for a variety of reasons than 
those with which they started. 
3. There are still a number of problems which 
will only be solved if material such as this 
continues to be reviewed and the authors or 
producers of such material take such reviews 
seriously and consider the points raised. 
What are the problems? Most important, the 
sets need the input of a professional producer and 
a critical editor. None of us would consid," 
printing our own book or journal and yet we ai 
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believe we can take photographs which deserve 
to be widely disseminated and can make audio 
tapes which are appropriate for general use. This 
just is not possible. Although many of the clinical 
pictures and photomicrographs in the sets are 
well done, the low-power micrographs and the sur-
vey clinical photographs are poor. There is little 
concern shown for the background, the focus is 
not exact, and the photographs are simply not 
valuable. The close-ups, both gross and micro-
scopic, are much better. 
Once this professional input is obtained, the 
authors must decide to whom they are aiming 
their product. It is not possible to be all things 
to all people at all times and yet Okun and 
Edelstein aim to fill many of the needs of pa-
thologists and dermatologists in both practice and 
teaching situations. They must produce either 
teaching sets for teachers or learning sets for 
learners: for the former the quality must be 
significantly improved; for the latter the slides 
must be labeled and the important features must 
be highlighted. It would be appropriate to make 
two sets-a teaching set aimed towards teachers 
and a learning set aimed towards students and 
trainees; the current mixture is not adequate. 
The brochure that the Dermatopathology Foun-
dation uses to advertise the sets states that Dr. 
Edelstein's narration has a high level of clarity. It 
certainly is clear but the material is read so slowly 
by Edelstein that I feel the tapes are not useful 
to anyone with a reasonable command of the 
English language-the tapes exactly duplicate the 
text that is presented in very pleasant but bulky, 
and I expect expensive, loose-leaf folders. The 
tapes and folders must contribute to the high 
cost of the sets and can be eliminated save for 
special circumstances. 
Finally, Okun and Edelstein have compounded 
their problems by continuing to produce new sets 
without going back and correcting some of the 
errors, omissions, and mediocrity in the sets they 
have already started. Their effort is a beginning-
a first edition. They now must go back to trim, 
substitute, improve, and condense while deciding 
what their predominant aim will be. If they can do 
this successfully, they will have made a major 
contribution to dermatologic education. 
Our aim in this section of the Journal is to 
make readers aware of what is available and to 
assist authors and producers in their effort. Some-
times we tell you, the readers, whether to obtain 
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the material for each of your specific purposes. 
In this case, I think you must pick and choose 
carefully among the sets, deciding whether each 
is appropriate and cost effective for your particular 
need. 
Many of the points raised in this review were 
originally made in the reviews submitted by Drs. 
Robert S. Bart, Eugene A. Bauer, Martin H. 
Brownstein, Richard M. Caplan, Marie-Louise 
Johnson, Peter J. Lynch, Harold D. Meltzer, 
Thomas P. Nigra, Richard W. Sagebiel, David N. 
Silvers, and Seymour Rosen. To save space the 
individual reviews have not been published but are 
available upon request. 
Irwin M. Freedberg 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Note: 
Histopathology of the Skin, Fifth Edition, by 
Walter F. Lever, M.D., and Gundula Schaumburg-
Lever, M.D., was reviewed in the August issue 
(J Invest Dermatol 67:288, 1967). The book is 
published in the United States by J. B. Lippincott 
Company, Philadelphia, at $52.00, as well as by 
Blackwell Scientific Publications in Europe and 
Australia. 
Clinical Applications of Lasers, reviewed in the 
same issue (J Invest Dermatol 67:291-292, 1967), 
is available only on a temporary (1-3 days) free 
loan basis. No films of the Upjohn Professional 
Film Library are sold, rented, or available on pro-
tracted loan. 
Books and Audiovisual Aids Received 
The following books and audiovisual aids have 
been received and may be reviewed in a subse-
quent issue: 
Oral Mucosa in Health and Disease, A. E. 
Dolby, M. D. (ed.). J. B. Lippincott Company, 
Philadelphia, 1975. 
Dermatological Photobiology: Clinical and Ex-
perimental Aspects, 1. A. Magnus, M,D., F.R.C.P. 
J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1976. 
Living with Our Sun's Ultraviolet Rays, Arthur 
C. Giese, M.D. Plenum Publishing Corporation, 
New York, 1976. 
Zur lmmunpathologie der Neurodermifis Con-
stitutionalis, Brunello Wuthrich. Verlag Hans 
Huber, Bern/Stuttgart/Wein, 1975. 
Congenital Ectodermal Defects, Part I and II, 
Schering Films, Ridgefield, New Jersey. 
